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1. Rabbi Isaac Breuer 

Breuer (1883–1946) was a rabbi in the German Neo-Orthodoxy movement of his maternal 
grandfather Samson Raphael Hirsch, and was the first president of Agudat Israel Workers. 

 “On this day you became a nation” (Deuteronomy 26:9).  Israel became a nation, when 
they received the Torah at Mount Sinai and they took it upon themselves to keep the 
commandments…and this consciousness which was created by the Torah didn’t result 
just in making Israel a religious group, but it made them a nation. 

But those Zionists are strange.  Their ancestors were loyal to the Torah.  But you can 
see how Zionist culture has shaped their character…they denied their tradition which 
lay in their hearts, they rejected spirituality, which they believed had damaged the 
nation.  With a zealous love they became one with the land, in order to plant a new 
generation that is healthy and strong; solid as steel; with their head in the real world, 
and their roots in the ground, but their back turned from God:  The Zionist nation!...In 
this zealous devotion to the land they form the basis for a new nation – an “eretz 
Yisraeli nation.”  Maybe they would develop a new culture – on the basis of the 
farming experience, but it won’t be the Jewish people anymore, it won’t be a Jewish 
culture anymore, because the national homeland would be the end of the Jewish 
people. 

 יניס רהב הרותה תא ולביק רשאכ ,םעל היהנ לארשי .)ט ,זכ םירבד( "םעל תייהנ הזה םויה"
 לארשי תא הכפה אל הרותה ידי לע הרצונש תאזה העדותהו ....היתווצמ תא רומשל ובייחתהו
 תימואל הרבחל םתוא הכפה איה אלא - תמיוסמ ץראל הקיז לכ הל ןיאש - אדירג תיתד הרבחל
  .אקווד

 תרכינ רבכ םהב ךא .הרותל םינמאנ םבורב ויה םהיתובא .רזומ סופיט םה הלא)ה םינויצה לבא( 
 לע הער האיבהש ,תוינחורה תא םתעדמ וריסה ,םבלבש רבעל ושחכתה םה ...ינויצה ךוניחה תלועפ
 ,זעו אירב רוד :שדח רוד הנממ חמצי ןעמל ,םישרטה תמדא םע וגזמתה תיאנק הבהאב .המואה
 ....!תינויצה המואה  :םימשל הנופ ופרועו ,המדאב וישרוש ,תואיצמה לא וינפ ,הדלפכ קזח
 וחתפי ףא ילוא .ילארשי-ץרא םע - שדח םעל דוסי חינהל םה םילולע המדאל תיאנקה םתורסמתהב
 אלו ,'ידוהי' םע הז היהי אל בוש ךא ,םירכיא יווה לש תיביטימירפה הלחתהה ןמ - השדח תוברת
 .ידוהיה םעה ףוס היהי ימואלה תיבה יכ ,'תידוהי' תוברת וז היהת
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2. Rabbi Yitzchak Yaacov Reines: Declaration of Rabbis in Support of 
Zionism, Hamelitz 1899 

Yitzchak Yaacov Reines (1839-1915) was a Lithuanian Orthodox rabbi and the founder of the 
Mizrachi Religious Zionist Movement. 

Anyone who thinks that the Zionist idea is related to redemption to come at the end 
of days and to the coming of the Messiah, and therefor thinks that it negate and 
nullifies one of the pillars of our holy faith – are just wrong! There is nothing of 
Messianism within it. The all idea of Zionism and its establishment is just about the 
improvement of the situation of our suffering brothers.   

 שיש םיאור ןכ לעו ,חישמה תאיבו הדיתעה הלואג לש ןינע הזיא )ינויצה( ןויערב שיש םיבשוחה לכ
 ןינעה לש בוטרוק הזב ןיא .םיעוט אלא םניא ,השודקה ונתנומא ירקיעמ דחא רקיעל הסירה הזב
 .םיללמואה וניחא בצמ תבטה אלא וניא ודוסיו הזה ןויערה לש ורקע לכ .הלואגהמ

3. Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook: Excerpts from Orot Yisrael, § 5-8. 

Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook [1865-1935] was the first Chief Ashkenazi Rabbi of Israel. 

Sometimes, nationalism is embedded with the spirit of impurity and wickedness, until 
it imputes wickedness also onto the people who believe in a national movement.  

Although, in the End of Days, when Israel will awake and come to love the Land of 
Israel, the passion of the nation will grow and it will be easier to sanctify the Spirit. 
Because the notion of holiness is deeply connected to the Land of Israel… The 
despoiled Spirit – the Spirit that was corrupted by nationalism - will be cured. As it is 
written "and will make expiation for the land of his people." 

The state is not the ultimate happiness of man. This, you can say, regarding regular 
states, states whose goals aspire to no more than national responsibility… But this is 
not true for a state that is essentially an ideal, that carves into its very essence the 
highest ideal content, which is the truest, highest happiness of every individual. This 
state is truly the highest rung on the ladder of the pursuit of happiness, and this state 
is our state, the state of Israel, the foundation of the throne of the God in the world, 
that all her desire is that God will be one and His name one, which is truly the utmost 
level of happiness. 

 .וב םיקבדה לע םג תועשר עיפשיש דע ,העשר לשו האמוט לש חורב ךורכ היהי ימואל חור םימעפל
 ,הילא הלודג המואה תקושת היהתו ,לארשי ץרא תבהאל לארשי וררועתישכ ,םימיה תירחאב םנמא
 תא םג רהטת ןכ לע ...לארשי ץראב הברה רושק השודקה ןויערש ינפמ ,חורה תא שדקל לקנ היהי

 ...ביתכ "ומע ותמדא רפכו" יכ ,אמהוז הזיא וברקב טלקו עגפנ רשא חורה
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 לודג רתוי ךרעל הלוע הניאש ,הליגר הנידמב רמאהל ןתינ הז .םדאה לש ןוילעה רשואה הנידמה ןיא
 ןכות התיוהב קוקחש ,תילאידיא הדוסיב איהש הנידמ ןכ ןיאש המ ...הלודג תוירחא תרבחמ
 רתויה תמאב איה וז הנידמ .דיחיה לש לודג רתויה רשואה תמאב אוהש ןוילע רתויה ילאידיאה
 אוה הצפח לכש ,םלועב 'ד אסכ דוסי ,לארשי תנידמ ,ונתנידמ איה וז הנידמו ,רשואה םלוסב הנוילע
 .ןוילע רתויה רשואה תמאב והזש ,דחא ומשו דחא 'ד היהיש

 

4. Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook: A Four-Fold Song (Orot Hakodesh, 
Volume II, pp. 458-459) 

 There is one who sings the song of one’s own life, and in himself he finds everything, 
full spiritual satisfaction. 

 There is another who sings the song of his people. He leaves the circle of his own 
individual self, because he finds it without sufficient breadth, without an idealistic 
basis. He aspires toward the heights, and he stretches himself with a gentle love to the 
whole community of Israel. Together with her he sings her songs. He feels grieved in 
her afflictions and delights in her hopes. He contemplates noble and pure thoughts 
about her past and her future, and probes with love and wisdom her inner spiritual 
essence.  

There is another who reaches toward more distant realms, and he goes beyond the 
boundary of Israel to sing the song of humanity. His spirit extends to the wider vistas 
of the majesty of humanity in general, and its noble essence, aspiring towards 
humanity's general goal and looking forward towards its higher perfection. From this 
source of life he draws the subjects of his meditation and study, his aspirations and his 
visions.  

Then there is one who rises toward wider horizons, until he links himself with all 
existence, with all God's creatures, with all worlds, and he sings his song with all of 
them. It is of one such as this that tradition has said that whoever sings a portion of 
song each day is assured of having a share in the world to come.  

And then there is one who rises with all these songs in one ensemble, and they all join 
their voices. Together they sing their songs with beauty, each one lends vitality and 
life to the other. They are sounds of joy and gladness, sounds of jubilation and 
celebration, sounds of ecstasy and holiness. The song of the self, the song of the people, 
the song of humanity, the song of the world all merge in her at all times, in every 
hour… It is a simple song, a twofold song, a threefold song, and a fourfold song. It is 
the Song of Songs of Solomon, Shlomo which means peace or wholeness. It is the song 
of the Highest One in whom is wholeness. 

 


