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Beginnings of Hebrew Bibliography



Traditional Hebrew Bibliography



Analytical Hebrew Bibliography



Hebrew printing
in the fifteenth
century



Rashi’s Commentary on the Pentateuch and the
Five Scrolls, Venice, Daniel Bomberg, 1522



Talmud Yerushalmi, Venice, Daniel Bomberg,
1523



Sixteenth century: Basle



Sixteenth century: Prague



Daily prayer book according to the Ashkenazic
rite, [Rhineland, ca. 1400]



Inquisition document relevant to the burning of
the Talmud in Venice, 9 September 1553



The first Hebrew book printed in Amsterdam,
by a Jew, 1627
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Ben Avigdor, Olam Katan, Warsaw 1901



Hebrew manuscripts since Gutenberg



1. Sifre Torah, Megillot Esther



1. Sifre Torah, Megillot Esther



1. Sifre Torah, Megillot Esther



2. Prayer Books



3. Single-sheet Manuscripts,
Ketubbot



3. Single-sheet Manuscripts,
Ketubbot



4. Autographs, learned texts
Evronot, Germany,
ca. 1670-1671



4. Autographs, learned texts
Juspa of Worms, Sefer Likkutei Yosef
Autograph, 17th century



5. Oriental Manuscripts
Solomon Adeni, Melekhet Schlomo
Hebron, Autograph, before 1611



6. Hassidic and Kabbalistic Manuscripts
Ungarisch-Brod, Moravia, by or for Samuel ha-
Kohen, between 1673 and 1683



7. Manuscripts “With Amsterdam
Letters”: Haggadah, Hamburg 1728,
Bibliotheca Rosenthaliana



7. Manuscripts “With Amsterdam
Letters”: Haggadah, Hamburg 1728,
Bibliotheca Rosenthaliana



7. Manuscripts “With Amsterdam Letters”: Miniature
Megillah, Philadelphia, Bryn Mawr College, [Aaron
Schreiber Herlingen, ca. 1740]



7. Manuscripts “With Amsterdam Letters”: Miniature
Megillah, Philadelphia, Bryn Mawr College, [Aaron
Schreiber Herlingen, ca. 1740]



7. Manuscripts “With Amsterdam
Letters”: Micrography, by Aaron
Schreiber Herlingen, Vienna 1751



7. Manuscripts “With Amsterdam
Letters”: Micrography, by Aaron
Schreiber Herlingen, Vienna 1751



7. Manuscripts “With Amsterdam
Letters”: Micrography, by Aaron
Schreiber Herlingen, Vienna 1751



7. Manuscripts “With Amsterdam
Letters”: Micrography, by Aaron
Schreiber Herlingen, Vienna 1751



New Acquisition Braginsky Collection



New Acquisition Braginsky Collection



New Acquisition Braginsky Collection



7. Manuscripts “With Amsterdam Letters”: Circumcision book,
1745, Wolf Leib Katz Poppers, Hebrew Union College, Klau
Library, Cincinnati



7. Manuscripts “With Amsterdam Letters”: Circumcision book,
1745, Wolf Leib Katz Poppers, Hebrew Union College, Klau
Library, Cincinnati



7. Manuscripts “With Amsterdam Letters”: Vienna,
1746, Niedersachsische Landesbibliothek, Hannover



Jewish Book History



Complicating Fact(or)s



Latin and Hebrew Script 1: Handwritten Copy for the
Complutensian Polyglot, Alcala 1514-17



Latin and Hebrew Script 2: Handwritten Copy of a
Printed Edition of the Hebrew Book of Genesis with
Interlinear Latin translation by Santes Pagninus



Complicating Fact(or)s



Siddur, Copied by Arjeh ben Judah Leib
Trebitsch, Vienna 1712 (JTS Library, New York)



Complicating Fact(or)s



Charlotte Rothschild, Frankfurt 1842



Victor Bouton Haggadah, Paris ca. 1870



llluminated Page from a Quran by Ahmet
Karahisari (1468 - Istanbul 1556)



Victor Bouton Haggadah, Paris ca. 1870



Victor Bouton Haggadah, Paris ca. 1870



There is no history of Hebrew printed books



There is no history of Hebrew manuscripts
after the invention of printing



It is impossible to understand Hebrew printed books
without understanding the contemporary Hebrew
manuscript tradition



It is impossible to understand Hebrew manuscripts
after the invention of printing without
understanding Hebrew printing



It is impossible to understand Hebrew printed books
without understanding Jewish books printed in
scripts other than Hebrew



It is impossible to understand Hebrew manuscripts after the
invention of printing without understanding Jewish manuscript
books since the invention of printing in scripts other than
Hebrew



Local histories of Hebrew books are relevant only if they take
into consideration the non-Jewish locale



All preceding statements could and should
have included the adjective “illustrated ”



Abraham Pharar, 1627






Daniel Levi de Barrios, 1683



Torah and Haftarot, 1691



Amsterdam Ketubbah



Montalto
Megillah,
Amsterdam

1686, NYPL



Marriage poem,
Otot ha-ahavah,
Amsterdam 1748



Jewish books should always be
studied a instruments for the
transmission of knowledge



In sum



Enjoy



